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fact remains, and the difficulty of accounting for it rests with
the statisticians.
Massage by Unqualified Persons.
The last meeting of the Vienna "Aerztekammer" (medical
council) dealt with the question of regulating the practice
of massage by other than medical men. Several cases ofdangerous injuries, caused by such had been before the courts
lately, and the moment was well chosen to bring the question
up for discussion. The abuse of the title "masseur" is very
frequent here, as all sorts of quacks, who profess to do "blood¬
less surgery" and the like, are apt to use the title of
"masseur" in order to escape prosecution, and as it can be
assumed without asking anybody, it forms a very good pro¬
tection against unwelcome inquiries by the police. Therefore,
the Vienna "Aerztekammer" resolved to present to the gov¬
ernment a petition, stating the facts of the case, with sugges¬
tions how to better the present state of things. The following
is the idea: Only such persons as have passed the ordinary
training schools for nurses are to be allowed u> apply mas¬
sage and only under supervision of a medical man. The schools
are to be conducted in such a way as to ensure a proper
knowledge of the chief chapters of anatomy and physiology,
the elements and principles of massage, the taking of temper¬
ature and all other things pertaining to the nursing of pa¬
tients. The title of "masseur" is to be abolished and only the
denomination, "qualified nurse," to be allowed. In all hos¬
pitals, baths, health resorts, etc., where massage is employed
on a large scale, a doctor must be present at least at the
first sitting, to control the advisability or otherwise of the
procedure. The resolution was dopted after a lengthy dis¬
cussion, but it is difficult to see how such academic resolu¬
tions can counteract the effect of the misunderstanding on the
part of the public.
The Medical Society of the County of New York.
New York, Jan. 23, 1907.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Onpage 236 of The Journal for Jan. 19,
1907, among items grouped under the head of New York City
is one which states as follows:
The by-laws of the Medical Society of the State of New York,just published, show that the membership in the year 1806 was 371,
while in the year 1906 it was 2,303.
This, I presume, is a misprint as it is not in accordance with
fact. The by-laws issued and above referred to were those of
the Medical Society of the County of New York, which had
its origin in New York City, Nov. 14, 1794. It was then
called the Medical Society of the State of New York, which
name it retained until 1806, when it was incorporated under
the laws of New York State, but the name was changed by
the vote of the society to the Medical Society of the County
of New York, and its first meeting after incorporation was
held on the first Tuesday of July, 1806, with a membership
then of 371. The membership at the end of 1906'was 2,303.
The Medical Society of the State of New York was incor¬
porated in 1806 at Albany, and no member of the Medical
Society of the County of New York was present at its organi¬
zation. Its membership to-day is 5,911.
The organization which had its origin in New York County
Nov. 14, 1794, has a consecutive history until to-day, al¬
though the name was changed as stated above; but as its
plan of organization did not change and as the same officers
held over, and as the change of name was made by unanimous
vote of the society at the meeting last preceding the Medical
Practice Act of 1806, it is beyond question that this is the
Medical Society of the County of New York as at present
existing.
The Medical Society of the State of New York, which had
its origin in Albany in 1806, and whose plan of organization
was entirely different from the New York County organization,
and at the origin of which no member of the Medical Society
of the County of New York—in fact, no representative from
the city or county of New York was present—is the Medical
Society of the State of New York as it exists to-day.
John Van Doren Young,
Secretary, Medical Society of the County of New York.
Pharmacology
LIQUID COMBINATIONS CONTAINING PEPSIN AND PAN¬
CREATIN.
Report of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry of the
American Medical Association.
The following report was submitted to the Council by a sub¬
committee :
To the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry: The
U. S. Pharmacopeia, 8th revision, page 334-5, states:
"Pepsin and pancreatin in solution are incompatible
with one another. If the solution be neutral or alka¬
line the pancreatin gradually destroys the pepsin, and if
acid the pepsin destroys the pancreatin." The correct¬
ness of this statement has been amply demonstrated
by the reports which have been submitted to the Coun¬
cil from time to time on liquid preparations claimed to
contain these two ferments.
Thus an elixir was investigated which was by the
manufacturers claimed to contain "the five active
agents of digestion, pepsin, veg. ptyalin, pancreatin,lactic and hydrochloric acids," and to be "superior to
all other remedies in dyspepsia and diseases arising
from imperfect digestion," and the committee which
investigated the article in question reported that "it
was impossible to establish the presence of either theproteolytic or the amylolytic ferment."
Similarly, on another liquid preparation, which was
said to contain "pancreatin, pepsin, lactic and muri¬
atic acids, etc." . . . "the combined principles of
digestion to aid in digesting animal and vegetable
cooked food, fatty and amylaceous substances," the
commitee reported "this product possessed only very
slight proteolytic action and failed to digest 2 per
cent, of its own weight of starch."
Again, the report on still another preparation
stated: "But while it was said to contain pancreatin,
the U. S. P. test for the valuation of pancreatin failed
to indicate this ferment."
The report on yet another elixir, claimed to be
"the only true digestant, because it contains the en¬
zymes of all the glands which are necessary for diges¬
tion," showed that this article did not contain "any
appreciable enzyme activity, either amylolytic or pro¬
teolytic."
The correctness of these findings of the committee of
the Council was generally acknowledged by the
manufacturers when their attention was called to the
matter. Thus, one manufacturer of digestive ferments
writes: "We will ask you to hold this matter up until
you hear from us further on the subject. The reason
for this request is that we have been going over our
liquid preparations very carefully in order to be sure
that after ageing they would contain the ferments
that we put into them. The pancreatic ferments in
alcoholic liquids seem to lose their strength."
The chemist for a large manufacturing house
writes: "There are now on the market a number of
preparations in which pepsin and pancreatin are com¬
bined in liquid form, and the result is that we have had
numberless requisitions from our representatives that
we also market such a liquid preparation. As the re¬
sult of this we have carried out a series of experiments
no less than four or five times in order to determine
whether pepsin, diastase, and pancreatin would retain
their activity in the form of a syrup, wine or elixir.
We have proven incontrovertibly that this can not be
done. While any two of these substances, or even all
three of them, can be dispensed in the form of a liquid
by the retail druggist and will retain their normal ac¬
tivity for as long a period as three to six weeks, yet if
allowed to stand sufficiently long, tney mutually
destroy each other; so that in a combination of pan¬
creatin and pepsin the pancreatic enzyme is lost and
the pepsin greatly injured, and where diastase is pres¬
ent, both diastase and pepsin (or diastase and pan¬
creatin) mutually destroy each other."
Since it has been demonstrated that pepsin and pan¬
creatin can not exist in one and the same solution for
any reasonable length of time, it becomes apparent
that liquid preparations said to contain these two fer¬
ments are sold under impossible claims. It is there¬
fore recommended:
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